June 7, 2006

Dear JIG Membership,

After four highly successful years as chair of the Joint Industry Group, Kevin Smith recently stepped down, and I have agreed to take over as chair.  My special thanks to Kevin for his outstanding leadership during a very busy time, so I feel very lucky that he has agreed to stay active with JIG.  I am thrilled about working with Kevin, JIG’s steering committee, and the organization’s many talented members. 

 

As I begin my tenure, I’d like to share my thoughts on how I hope to see JIG grow in 2006.   The group was formed in 1975 as a coalition of corporations, associations and consulting firms to help the Customs Service and Congress develop reasonable laws and regulations affecting the trading community.   In fact, JIG led the charge for the change in the Customs penalty law that culminated with the enactment of the Customs Procedural Reform Act of 1978. Since then, the group has continued to focus on specific international trade issues, both legislative and administrative, affecting the international supply chain and the processing of imports and exports. 

JIG’s strength, as a loose organization of many interests representing a sizeable array of the international trade community, is its ability to easily interact with both Capitol Hill and government agencies that regulate our trading environment.  As such, JIG is capable of leveraging its members’ special relationship with customs and other trade officials who affect trade policy.  I hope we can expand that capability and strengthen this unique asset.

Many of you have shared your thoughts and perspectives on how JIG can be more useful to the business community.  And, frankly, at a time when all association memberships are under careful scrutiny, it is important that JIG continues to provide adequate value-added to its members.    So, out of these discussions have come a number of new ideas.

1.     Building on the power of JIG’s committee structure, we intend to continue our dialogue with the Department of Homeland Security and Capitol Hill.  For instance, the Supply Chain Security Committee is developing a series of three-way “roundtable” discussions to stimulate an informed dialogue among the administration, congressional staff and business members on emerging customs questions and issues; the first dialogue is targeted for the end of June.  Suggested topics to explore include: defining a third party validator; clarifying what is an effective container seal; identifying the pros and cons of new C-TPAT data elements; and developing a supply chain security standard.  The committee would welcome ideas of additional topics.  

2.     Because of the diversity of JIG’s membership, we have valuable sources of information and experience, which could be shared among JIG members.  To tap that information, we will provide a weekly summary of member links to useful trade & customs issue reports and media articles, plus a weekly spotlight article from a JIG member.  JIG distributed the first summary last week.  Of course, comments on the report’s usefulness and ways to improve it would be welcome.

3.      There is a new group of trade specialists on Capitol Hill unfamiliar with JIG and its activities.  Over the next few months we hope to have JIG’s steering committee visit a number of congressional offices and committees to reacquaint the Hill with JIG and to share with them JIG’s 2006-2007 goals and positions.

4.      Because of JIG’s informal structure, it can be most helpful and can provide an additional voice on trade policy matters by actively participating in the lobbying efforts of other associations and coalitions.  JIG will continue to be an active team player on these lobbying activities. 

5.     Finally, the real action is within the committees, so there is a new enthusiasm from our chairs to revitalize JIG’s committees with informative new programs.  

Again, I’m really excited about this coming year and working with JIG’s many members.  I encourage our members to become more involved on one of JIG’s committees or to become part of the leadership of JIG.  And, if you have ideas of new areas for JIG participation or you simply want to comment on JIG’s ongoing efforts, please feel free to share them with me, Shane Danielson or any member of the steering committee.   

Sincerely,

Mary K. Alexander

Chair, Joint Industry Group

 

