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2006 POLICY PRIORITIES

The Joint Industry Group commends Congress for its efforts to heighten port and border security without impeding the flow of legitimate international commerce. With the wide array of issues and concepts presently confronting both the House and the Senate that could impact the global business community, we wish to reiterate our coalition’s position on several areas of particular interest to our membership.

The Joint Industry Group (JIG) is a coalition of importers, exporters, trade associations, service providers, and law firms with an active involvement in global commerce.  JIG frequently engages Congress and the Administration on a variety of international trade-related issues, and we focus specifically on issues involving port and border security and customs. We work particularly close with the Bureau of Customs and Border Protection (CBP), the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), and Congress to promote trade policy that effectively supports CBP’s stated dual mission of border enforcement and trade facilitation.

Supply Chain Security

JIG adamantly supports the layered approach to supply chain security being implemented by the Department of Homeland Security.  JIG also subscribes to the notion that heightened security must not come at the expense of America’s prosperity achieved through global trade.  If properly implemented, a balance can be achieved between security and trade, without the one detracting from the other.  The risk management principles utilized by DHS and CBP in particular serve as a prime example of this concept.  In terms of specific supply chain security, JIG maintains the following positions:

· Opposition to 100 percent physical screening of US-bound cargo in foreign ports;

· Support of continued reduction in Automated Targeting System scores for Tier One Customs-Trade Partnership Against Terrorism (C-TPAT) members

Duty Drawback

Drawback is a potentially important source of assistance to the US business community, but the current program is significantly flawed.  For the past several years, the trade community has worked in collaboration with CBP to design a more effective duty drawback program.  JIG strongly encourages Congress to enact legislation this year that implements these important changes.

Automated Commercial Environment (ACE) Implementation

ACE is the government-funded comprehensive customs modernization program that, when fully operational, will streamline virtually every aspect of CBP’s commercial operations.  JIG appreciates the support provided and encourages Congress to continue to provide adequate funding and the necessary legislative oversight to achieve full implementation of ACE by the targeted year of 2011.  JIG also encourages CBP to continue keeping in close communication with the trade community in order to develop an effective and efficient ACE system.  
Border Crossing Facilitation

JIG understands the need to heighten security at our nation’s borders, but such measures must not compromise the commercial operations at ports of entry.  JIG asks Congress to ensure adequate resources are devoted at border crossings to allow for the timely processing of goods.  Unreasonable delays significantly diminish a business’s ability to compete in the global marketplace.  JIG also supports adequate funding to develop and implement newer, more effective and efficient technology.  
Import Compliance Promotion
Informed compliance has been an area of interest to JIG ever since it was founded in 1975 to change Customs penalty law.  JIG’s efforts culminated in the enactment of the Customs Procedural Reform and Simplification Act of 1978.  JIG was also extremely involved in the Customs Modernization Act enacted as part of NAFTA.  We continue to support a dialogue between business and customs to achieve a common understanding on compliance issues. 
JIG fully recognizes the many complex issues that face Congress and, therefore, is happy to provide a perspective from the trade community on issues related to international trade, customs, and port and border security. 
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